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The focus of zzm E<om:mm:o= was 8 msa m@ mm&:ou& Ewo:zmag (written ammongo:m or
ﬁroﬁom*%wmv regarding the appearance of the courtroom mE.Em the period of 1850 when it was .
- built to 1929 prior to a fire which devastated the interior and caused the room to be re-built.
- .. Specifically, The Michaels Group was directed to gather informiation on the extensive 1871
* remodelling which transformed the couftroom into rococo %_osaon. and to aQQ.EEo érmﬁron a
fire in %o HmmOm mcn:on omcmom an alteratipn to Ea ooE.:ooB s aooOa

. Pauline ZE_Q. mﬁroﬂ of aro vnow EmSQ of the Ooom:.OoE&\ Oocnrozmo OoBEax SE us ncﬂ a"
- lot has beén written momo:gum the interior of the courtroom. To the best of our mg_nvn mBm the

 known sources we had at hand and in the time frame allotted, we 208 unable to discover any

detailed information about the c. 1850 appearance. We also were not able to find any Emonsm:o: \

to oonmns that a fire ooozmnoa in the courthouse moBQ:B@ in the HmmOm 250?285 have m:o:&
the %womanoo e . _ o , T <.
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There is an account. om the oocnaooB B-ao&omaon after the extensive amBoawEnm of o ﬂwwo

which is referred to by several sources as giving a description of the new inferior decor. The

article-appeared in the New .\S sey Courier. However, there is a discrepancy regarding the dateof . .
. the article. The National Womaﬁoq of Historic Places Nomination Form (1978-79) cites an article

in the Courier on March 17, 1869. At the State Archives, we pulled up that issue as well as every -

‘issue in the month of March, February, April, May and June and found nothing about the Ocean

County Courthouse. We also tried the same time frame for the year 1870. The Monmouth

County Historical Society's Library was closed for the summer, but this week referred us.to the -
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Ocean County Historic Society. The Acrotérion report notes that the article appeared on March’

29, 1871. 'The Michaels Group will continue to pursue finding this article, although the " m_ﬁ.. om

the Emonamscn mﬁ@oma in several of the sources m_<m= to us by ucamo mm%o:&:

>mm5 o_::m Ea National Wam_mﬂan of E_mﬁono Emoom Nomination Form, there is an interesting - _ S
observation by the author regarding the interior decoration of the courtroom. "The walls and

" ceiling of the courtroom were decorated with intricate plaster carvings of ribbons, birds, and
~cupids." This varies from other descriptions of the courtroom as vm_bm m.omoooa the History of -
the Ocean County Courthouse cites a March 29, 1871 article as saying this: "...The ceiling and

- walls have been frescoed in a most - workmanlike manner, and looks as oroon.c_ and smiling as a
reception parlor.." If this is the "missing" mao_o there seems to be no mention of Eo exact
oowmbm design." - - " .

dSE this Swo_,anon in BEQ it may be possible that the ceiling rma aooo:::& plaster Bo_QEMm
Om ribbons, bird and cupids and that, as shown in the photograph taken in the courtroom just wzca
to the 1929 fire, the wall tréatment was much more 8&35& ooBﬁ_mBmEEm the omate om__Sm
~and :6 "fine om%oa__ (March’ mo 1871 ﬁomoﬂosomv

OE Smomaor gm confirmed that the Qamcbm aooc_, dates to c. 1940-50, and that Sncm:% any :
“information about the exact appearance of the courtroom c. 1871-1929 is nonexistent. Hronomcﬁo AR
- theproj oﬁ will technically be a reconstruction or renovation based on information about

courtroom interiors of the period chosen by Ocean Oo:nQ -- 1850 9}9_ the building was' vE:
. 1871 when the extensive remodelling took place, or 1930 when a fire caused the interior to be -

.completely re-built:  Arguments can be Bmam mcﬂ any of Eomo periods if Oommz Oocs.@ dsmw@m 8
vonmonu an Emﬁoaom_ nm=o<m:o= ,

5 is Eﬁonma to recognize that the Z..:umHU ina S&oo.“ WoSoS ho:aw &;oa me .mw Gﬁ *

Bmm&_nm a proposed Rehabilitation Grant, states'that "it.was discovered during the NJHT. mwo _
 visit that the Greek Revival door moldings and transoms in the foyer match the adjacent window
molding, and could be original to the building. This detailing was not documented in the .
a:oaomowaos?%@:omson for the rehabilitation of the courthouse...Both the 1870s Wooooo
remodeling and 1929 fire were contained tdBmE% in the cburtroom, so it is possible that the:
foyer retains much of its original historic fabric. Therefore, demolition of mmoosa floor walls to
enlarge the foyer without further research and documentation would So_m\a mamnama N [of the
moQoSQ of the FS:Q s Guidelines for Rehabilitation]. ’
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